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(= My respected and beloved friend Malik Amir Zada
wen - of Kalam, Swat, left this world much too early
when he passed away in the morning of Decem-
ber 6, 2012, due to the injuries sustained in a terrible car
accident on Katlang Road in Mardan, earlier that day. He
was only 49 years old. His departure has left a big gap and
he will be mourned and missed by his closest family mem-
bers, his relatives, his friends, his colleagues, his commu-
nity, his people, and many of his well-wishers and support-
ers in Swat and beyond.

The first time | was introduced to Amir Zada was in
1991 in Kalam. | had come to this impressively beautiful
alpine place for the purpose of researching the Gawri lan-
guage, about which not very much was known at that time
to any outsiders, either within or outside of Pakistan. Amir
Zada was a highly educated young man, fluent in many
languages including English, who as a teenager had al-
ready been guiding several famous international scholars
when they came to visit Kalam. Among them were Georg
Buddruss, Karl Jettmar, and Elena Bashir. Soon he also
became involved with the Kalam Integrated Development
Project that was sponsored by Switzerland.

Because of his open and curious mind, and his willing-

ness to work hard, he developed into a very capable,
knowledgeable and wise leader of his community. There
were always many demands on his time, and many duties
that called him away from Kalam, but he never forgot his
people, his culture and his language, and he wholeheart-
edly supported all efforts to preserve and develop the
Gawri language and culture. He was a member of the
Kalam Cultural Society (later renamed as Gawri Commu-
nity Development Program) and an important advocate of
the work of this group.

Itis difficult to believe that Amir Zada is no longer with
us in this world. May God bless and keep his soul. | pray
for his immediate family members who have lost their hus-
band, their father, their son, their brother, their uncle, their
cousin, their nephew. May God give them comfort in their
grief.

Joan Baart
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Phone: 051-2354551
Cell: 03135033844
03149233277

E-mail: gawriproject@yahoo.com

Gawri Community Development
Programme Kalam Swat
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